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Country Needs
Liberal Arts

Vision: Milliken
Hope College honored Michigan
Governor William G. Milliken at a special
convocationNov. 13 in Dimnent Memorial
Chapel. Gov. Milliken was presented an
Honorary Doctor of Humane Lettersdegree
after delivering an address to the student
body, faculty and community guests.
Gov. Milliken was introduced by Dr. Van
Wylen as "a man who has been intimately
involvedin political problems" and who
has emerged from them as "a model and
inspiration for all."
Gov. Milliken's address focused on the
importance of the liberal arts education in
preparingyoung people to deal with and
become involved in contemporary political"
issues.

"The issues we face today as a state and
nation are incredibly— almost impossibly
complex.
. Never before in the 200-year
history of this nation
. have the forces that
oppose our mutual constitutionalsystem of
freedom under law been stronger. Never
before has the challenge from governments
who negate human dignity, who oppose a

—

.

.

.

.

governmental and economic system based
upon individual choice, been so great."
He voiced agreement with British Parliament Member Margaret Thatcher's
statementthat it is not the job of any
politicianto offer people salvation. "But
nations— and states — have to be governed ---- It is our (government offidals')
job to provide good judgment as we make
the infinite number of large and small decisionsnecessary to the performance of our
constitutionalduties," Milliken continued.
He went on to state that liberal arts
collegesare the best places to get this

"good

judgment," which he said is the best
foundationfor any career, including a
career in government service.
'There is a very great opportunityfor
young men and women like those in this
Audience to become involved in the
mainstream of national life. We need your
vision,your idealism, your good judgment
of what this nation should become in its
third century."
Milliken said that it would be easy for a
young person to become cynical about
government today. However, he added: "It
was out of the liberally educated mind that
the democratic ideal was born. And it is the
responsibilityof the liberally educated mind
to understand and preservethat ideal."
He defined the democraticideals best
grasped by the liberally educated mind as
being: "That we are all created equal. That
inhumanity, racism and abuse of our
natural world is wrong. That the only. way
we can all live together is that each one of us
responsibilityto believe in, and work
for, the common good."
Milliken concluded by saying that while
there are many problems that face the world
today, there is only one basic issue: "Will
this nation continue to produce the kind of
men and women who founded it — men and
women of vision, of great idealism, and of
great judgment?
"If the answer is yes — and I think that
the answer is yes — then we will continue to
solve the problems of the moment, and we
will continue to endure. We will continue to
prevail in the struggle for human dignity
and the human spirit."
Chairman of the Board of Trustees Hugh
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and many evidences of growth in grace and maturity. And even though few of these
make the headlines, they are all central to our mission. We express our appreciationand
gratitude to each person who has played a part in the life and work of the College this
past year, and acknowledge the goodness and grace of God which has made this
possible.

The event which we celebrate at Christmas reminds me, in a measure, of this past
year. The Incarnation is the most significant event of all time; and even though the
immediate events were startling and dramatic, it is characterized much more by
simplicity and humility than great fanfare. Yet from this event have come the greatest
gift and blessings this world has known.
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Van Wylen

Love Dispels Stereotypes
In October, 16 young campers met their
16 counselors at Camp Manitoqua in
Frankfort, 111. All campers and counselors
were in the 16-22 age bracket. The only difference was that half of this peer group
consisted of mentallyretarded young
people and the other half was made up of
Hope College students.
"That Monday was just the beginning of
five excitingdays," says Vern Essenberg, a
1960 Hope graduate who is director of the
camp. "We were involved in a pilot project
that could be meaningful to all
participants— campers and counselors."

Author Vemeeta Gouwens is Women's editor of
Star-TribunePublications, Harvey, III. Photogjmnhu hu

He explainedthat camp experiencesare
available for younger retardates, but when
they reach the age of 16, opportunities are
limited. "Last summer, during our regular
camping season, we discussed this with
some of our counselors. One, majoring
special education at Hope College, said it
would be excellent field experiencefor
special education majors."
Having a sister who is mentally retarded,
Essenberg knew what such a camping
experience would mean to her. The idea
seemed feasible. Being a man of action, he
immediately wrote Hope and enlisted the
help of Dr. Jane Dickie, assistant professor
of psychology.She selected 16 of her
students to participateas counselorsin the

m

Although Camp Manitoqua is a church
camp, supported by the Reformed churches
in the Chicago synod, the five-day camp
was an ecumenicalventure. Campers came
from Illinois and Michigan.
It didn't take campers and counselors
long to get acquaintedand then began five
days of activity and a sharing of friendship.
"One of the main objectives of the camp
was to help the retardatesexperience love,"
said Essenberg."They are loved by their
parents but it's so important to be loved by a
peer group."
Michele White, a senior from Clarkston,
Mich., remarked, "The incrediblething was
the relationship I was able to establish in
such a short time. It was a wonderful ex-

CULTURAL CALENDAR

Love Dispels Stereotypes

Spring Semester.

continued from page one

15 Senior Recital: Alfred Fedak, organist; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
19 Senior Recital:Richard Carlson,organist; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
22 Music Department Student Recital,Wichers Auditorium, 7:00 P.M.
27 Guest Recital:Diana Walsh, pianist; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
29,39 Church Music Seminar

and labels. The campers were such warm
and giving people. I learned much that I
‘would never learn in books. Retardates are
great people. They are alive and enjoy life
and deserve it as much as I do."
Included in the five days were a trip to
Ringling Brothers Bamum and Bailey circus, shopping at a mall, bowling, and a
hayride. Among other activities were na-

FEBURARY
5 Music Department Student Recital, Dimnent Chapel, 7:00 P.M.
6 Senior Recital: Jane Vandenberg, violin and James Wildgen, french horn;
Wichers Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
8 Guest Recital:Paul Hesselink,organist; Dimnent Chapel, 8:30 P.M.
9 Faculty Recital: Stuart Sharp, tenor and Charles Aschbrenner, pianist; Wichers
Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
12 Senior Recital:Ann Nethery, soprano and Paul Saxton, pianist; Wichers Au-

ture hikes, softball, volleyball,arts and
crafts, and films portrayingGod's love.
Devotions were a part of each day's

schedule.

Two area church youth groups came out
during the week and presentedspecialprograms for the campers.
"The weather was perfect the entire camp
period," said Essenberg."It was always in
the 70's and we didn't have any rain.
Campers were enthusiastic. It was a good
experiencefor them-to be separated from
their parents — to learn independence and
establish rapport with a peer group."
He added that none of the campers was
homesick. "In fact," he said, "it was really
amazing how quickly they adjusted. When
—their parents came to pick them up Friday,
there was a reluctance to leave. Many said
they wished camp was three weeks instead
of one."
In many ways, camp was a stretching
experiencefor fhe retardates. They were
able to test new kinds of behavior. But most
rewarding, they found the love they ex-

ditorium, 8:00

MARCH
£3,

.

with her charge at the circus. "People stared
and I had the feeling of wanting to escape.
But later in the'week I walked hand in hand
with her while shopping. Again there were
stares but they didn't bbther me. I loved this
girl. I realized then that people are oblivious
to the fact that mentally retardedpersons
are humans with radiant personalitiesand
feelings."
Counselor Bill Moreau, a senior from
Naperville, El., said, "My respect and
admirationfor loving and caring parents of
the mentally retardedhas grown considerably."

10 Faculty Recital;Anthony Kooiker, pianist;Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
11 Holy Week Choral Service; Dimnent Chapel, 8:30 P.M.
12 Senior Recital: Johnson Hsu, pianist; Wichers Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
13 Faculty Chamber Recital: Gail Warnaar, oboe; Wichers Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
15 Music Department Student Recital;Wichers Auditorium, 7:00 P.M.
+19 UTAH SYMPHONY: Civic Center, 8:00 P.M.
$22,23,24"Endgame", DeWitt Cultural Center M.T., 8:00 P.M.
23 Senior Recital:Deborah Herzog, soprano and Holly Fox, pianist; Wichers
Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
25 Concert: Hope College Chapel Choir; Dimnent Chapel, 3:00 P.M.
27 Concerto Concert: Hope College Orchestra and Symphonettewith winners of
student auditions; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
$28,29,30"Endgame"; DeWitt Cultural Center M.T., 8:00 P.M.
29 Music Department Student Recital;Dimnent Chapel, 7:00 P.M.

"You have touched me and I have
grown," is the thought June Johansen, a
junior from Constantine,Mich., said has
kept running through her head.
Professor Dickie, who was present at the
camp session said, "People were able to see
the strength in other people where traditionallythey found weakness."
Essenberg had great praise for Dave Jensen '74 of Zeeland, Mich., program co-

MAY

came home absolutely delightedwith his
experience. "I must confess parents need a
break, too. It was wonderful to know Larry
was well taken care of so I could have a few
days of freedom."
Mrs. Melvin Brink of Oak Lawn, 111. had
two children at the camp, a son and
daughter,ages 18 and 21. "Thank the good
Lord, there are still people who care," she
said.

news frcrm Hope

College

Vol. 6, No.
November/December 1975
Publishedfor Alumni, Friends and Parents of Hope College. Should you receive more than
one copy, please pass it on to someone in your community. An overlap of Hope College
constituencies makes duplication sometimes unavoidable.

EDITOR:

1 Faculty Recital:Deborah Berman; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
$1 "Endgame"; DeWitt Cultural Center M.T., 8:00 P.M.
13,14,15 Tulip Time Organ Recitals;Dimnent Chapel. Twenty minute programs given
every hour from 10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. by Hope College graduatesand students.

+Hope College/HollandConcert Association — Great Performance Series
$Hope College Theatre Department Production
For further information contact the Hope College Threatre Department 616/392-5111, ext.
2248.
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85 East 12th Street, Holland, Michigan 49423
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Here's
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How

to Apply Your

Dutchman T

Shirt Iron-on

1. For best results,apply to material made
with at least 50 per cent polyester and 50 per
cent cotton. Shirts of 100 per cent cotton do
not hold the colors after repeated washings.
2. Cut out pattern.
3. Place a protective piece of cloth or
bonded paper over the ironing board.
4. Slip the tee shirt over the end of the
board so that the front (or back) is directly
over protective cover.
5. Place the cartoon face down on the area
of the tee shirt you wish to decorate and pin
it to the shirt. Place a clean sheet of thin
paper over cartoon.
6. Set the iron on "cotton", allow it to heat
up and apply with firm', even pressure over
entire surface for 30 seconds. Use a dry iron.
7. Allow to cool for at least one minute before removing paper.

H0PE

'

TOM RENNER

Editorial Assistant: Eileen Verduin Beyer
Alumni Assistant: PhyllisKleder
Photo Credits: Phil Dejong, John Kobus
Official publication:news from

2 Guest Recital:Ron Thomas, cellist;Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
4,5,6 "Anything Goes" by Cole Porter; DeWitt Cultural Center M.T., 8:00 P.M.
4 Music DepartmentStudent Recital;Wichers Auditorium, 7:00 P.M.
5 Senior Recital:Cheryl Blodgett, piano and Norma O'Brien, ianist; Dimnent
Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
9 Guest Recital: Jane Clark, harpsichordist; Wichers Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
11 Guest Recital:Louis Nagel, pianist;Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
12 Senior Recital:David Whitehouse, pianist, Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
14 Faculty Chamber Music Concert; Wichers Auditorium, 3:00 P.M.
15 Senior Recital: Laura McMullin, clarinetand Forrest Evans, organ; Dimnent
Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
18 Music DepartmentStudent Recital;Dimnent Chapel, 7:00 P.M.
+19 LOTTI GOSLAR, pantomimist; Civic Center, 8:00 P.M.
20 Guest Recital:Sarah Schenkman, cello and Deborah Berman, piano; Wichers
Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
22 Jazz Concert:Willie Ruff and Dwike Mitchell, Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.

APRIL

ordinator. "Much of the success of the camp
is due to Dave," he said.
What was the reaction of parents of the
retardates? Mrs. Charles Gessner of
Homewood, 111. said her son, Larry, 17,

4

P.M.

tl4 RUDOLPH FIRKUSNY, pianist;Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
15 Faculty Chamber Music Concert;Wichers Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
17 Hope College Orchestra Concert; Dimnent Chapel, 8:00 P.M.
26 Senior Recital:Linda Mitchell, violin and Jan Laman, french horn; Wichers
Auditorium, 8:00 P.M.
126,27,28"Anything Goes" by Cole Porter; DeWitt Cultural Center M.T., 8:00 P.M.

tended was returned.
"This sharing of love between the camper
and counselor was beautiful," said Essenberg.
Although the camp was a stretching
experience for the retardates,it also was one
of enlightment for the counselors.
"I've never had the opportunityto walk
in someone else's shoes to the extent I did
during the week of camping," said Rita
Hendrickson, a senor from Shelby, Mich.
"Being a counselorwas a super experience.
Suddenly, I was able to understand mental
retardation as well as its effect on parents,
relativesand friends."
Miss Hendrickson went on to explain
how she felt when she walked hand in hand

1976

JANUARY

perience and eliminated a lot of stereotypes

LAUNDERING:
a

year by

Hope

College,

Holland, Michigan 49423 and additional officesof entry.

special laundering is required. The
colors will mellow with the first washing to
a slightlyfaded look. Wash and dry with
other permanent press clothes using the
proper settings.Do not use chlorine bleach.

CAUTION:

No

If you have never used an iron before, have
an adult member of your family apply the
heat transfer for you to be sure it comes out

just right.
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ROSE BOWL PARADE
January 1
The Holland, Mich, community will have a
float entry in the floral parade.

t

SECOND SEMESTER
January 10— New Student Registration
January 12 — Classes begin

LATINO

DAY

January 23

r

For Latino high school studentsinterested
in visitingHope College.
Contact Office of Admissions, 616-3925111, ext. 2241

presents

T/ie Class of 1978

made

it

competitionin drama, music and oratory
Pull tug-of-war.
The sophomore

Anything

sophomorewomen won the annual Nykerk Cup
on Nov. 8. The sophomore men in September had won the

a clean sweep as the

women sang a

Gees
February 26-28, March

rendition of Because entitled To the Class ot 78 while the freshmen

presented a musical collage based on the songs

Music Alone

Shall Live, Make

Your Own Kind of

8:00 P.M.
DEWITT CULTURAL CENTER
12th ST. AT COLUMBIA AVE.
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 49423

Music, I'd Like to Teach the Word to Sing, Sing, and I Believe in Music. The sophomore play
was an adaptationof Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and the freshmen did an original play

Kim

^egl^M3^m0rMkh0rWaSWmdyMartin 0fKinSs!m-

NY-

and

the

3-6

freshman orator

CALL 392-6200
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR DAYS
February 6 & March 20
For high school seniors interested in visiting
Hope College.
Contact Office of Admissions, 616-3925111, ext. 2241

MODEL UNITED NATIONS
March 11-12
For high school students.
Contact Jack Holmes, 616-392-5111, ext.

2284

SPRING VACATION
March 25- April 5

ALUMNI DAY
May

8

Reunions for the classes of 1961,

1956, 1951

1946, 1941, 1936, 1931, 1926, 1921, 1916.

BACCALAUREATE-COMMENCEMENT
May

9

TULIP TIME
May 12-15
Holland'sinternationally famous

festival.

Basketball
Jan. 9-10

at

Suncoast Classic,
St. Petersburg, Fla.

*Jan. 14
•Jan. 17

at

Calvin

Alma
Kalamazoo

•Jan-21
Jan. 24
•Jan. 28
•Feb. 7
•Feb. 11
•Feb. 14
•Feb. 18
•Feb. 21
•Feb. 25
•Feb. 28

at Trinity Christian, 111.

Adrian
Calvin
at
at

Alma
Kalamazoo

Aquinas
at Adrian
Olivet

Albion

‘M1AA Game
All home
Center.

games played

at Holland Civic

Jayvee games start at 5:55 p.m. and varsity
at 8

p.m.
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Three Championships!
Hope enjoyed one of its greatest falls in
sports ever claiming three championships
while winning better than 75 per cent of
their, contests in men and women's competition.

The

football

team was ranked

sixth in

the

nation among NCAA Division III teams
after posting the school's first undefeated
record in history and winning the Michigan
IntercollegiateAthletic Association (MIAA)
crown for the second time in three years.
The cross country team won its third
straight MIAA championship and finished
14th in the NCAA Division III national

meet.

Hope had the most valuable MIAA
performer in three of the fall's four men
sports.

Both the women's field hockey and
volleyball team were undefeated against
league competition.Nine members of the
field hockey team — an alltime Hope high
were selected to compete in the Great Lakes
section tournament at Ohio State University. The volleyball team finished third in
the Michigan college division tournament.
Hope holds a healthy 10 point lead in the
MIAA all-sports race after fall competition.
The all-sports race is an accumulationof the
finishesin the league's 10 sports. Hope had
38 points after fall action followed by Albion
and Kalamazoo with 28 each, Alma 22,
Calvin 20, Olivet 16 and Adrian 14.

—

FOOTBALL
Coach Ray Smith's football team established or tied several alltime school records
enroute to an 8-0-1 record.
The Dutchmen established several new
records including most points (271) and
most touchdowns(37).
Quarterback Tim Van Heest, a senior
from Delmar, N. Y., was elected the league's
most valuable player as he led a balanced

rushing-passingattack that topped the
MIAA in total offense. Van Heest established a record for the fewest passes intercepted (2) in' a season.
Kicking specialist Jim Miller, a senior
from West Islip, N.Y., established new
single season and career field goal and
conversionrecords.
The Dutchmen dominated the all-MIAA
football team landing eight players on the
honor squads. Van Heest was the unanimous selection as all-league quarterback
and MVP after leading the conferencein
total offense and passing.
Senior defensiveend Bob Lees from
Pompton Lakes, N.J. and senior defensive
tackle Craig Van Tuinen from Grand

Rapids, Mich, were afforded all-league
honors for the third straight year while
junior defensive back Rick McLouth from
Whitehall, Mich, earned the recognition for
the second season. The three led a Hope
defense that was among the nation's top
teams in scoring defense, allowing just 7.2
points a game.
Other Hope players receiving all-MIAA
honors included offensive end Dave
DeZwaan, a junior from Wyoming, Mich.;
offensive tackle Dewey Thompson, a
sophomore from Spring Lake, Mich.; and
fullback Bill Blacquiere, a sophomore from

Kentwood, Mich.
Senior Jim Vander Meer from Kalamazoo, Mich, was named recipientof the Allen
C. Kinney memorial award which is given
by the coaching staff on the basis of
"maximum overall contribution to the

team."

CROSS

COUNTRY

Senior Stu Scholl from Montague, Mich,
led Hope to another outstandingcross
country campaign as the Dutchmen extended their undefeated dual meet record to
18 in-a-row, while winning the MIAA
championship for the fourth time in five
years.
Scholl was selected the most valuable
runner in the MIAA for the second straight
year despite being upset by teammate Lou

Hoekstra,a sophomore from Parchment,
Mich., in the league meet. A week later
Scholl became only the second Hope cross
country runner in history to earn All
America honors as he finished 17th among
325 runners in the NCAA Division III meet
at BrandeisUniversity, Boston.
Hope's outstandingcross country performance was again a total team effort by
coach Bill Vanderbilt's harriers.The
Dutchmen had five runners among the top
10 finishers in the league meet.
Hoekstraand teammate George Moger, a
sophomore from Simsbury, Conn, finished
1-2 in the league meet while Scholl ended

Tim Van Heest, Football

Stu Scholl, Cross Country
. four

MVP

•fifth, freshman

East, Pa. eighth and junior Kim Spalsbury
from Lansing, Mich, ninth. Hoekstra,
Moger and Scholl were elected to the allMIAA team.

SOCCER

'

diminishedHope's
scoring punch at mid-season as coach
Glenn Van Wieren's soccer team stumbled
to a 3-8-2 record and fourth place finish in
the league standings.
Senior Glenn Swier from Grand Haven,
Mich, was elected tlje league's most valuable player for the second straight year.
Joining Swier on the all-MIAA team were
senior Mahmood Masghati from Sayman,
Iran, sophomore Yuji Takarada from
Naka-Ku, Japan and sophomore Brad Kirk
from Rockford, Ell.
Injuries to key players

GOLF
Senior Rick Switzer from Hamilton,
Mich, was named to the all-MIAA team for
the second straightyear as the Dutchmen,
under new coach Hal Cutshall, finished
third in the standings.
The Dutchmen established several school
and home course records enroute to a 4-2
dual meet mark.
Switzer finished tied for second in the
league tournament, just one stroke behind
the medalist. Junior Doug Peterson from
Holland, Mich, was seventh in the league

meet.

Mark Ongley from North

MVR
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the penalties for marijuana abuse.

I feel that
additional scientific
DePree served as presenter for the awardstudy of marijuana before it is deing of the honorary degree. Dr. Van Wylen
criminalized. We do not know whether
read the citation acknowledging Gov.
marijuana is harmful or not. The studies are
Milliken's leadership to the state, his
not all conclusive."
contributions to national life, his interest in
When asked to comment regarding his
and support of higher educationand
opinion of what President Ford's response
commitment to excellence in education, and
to New York City's financialplight should
his displaying integrity,compassion, and
be, Milliken said: "I think that if the federal
justice in both private and public activities.
government bails out New York City, we
A luncheon was held immediately folare all in deep trouble. New York is in the
lowing the convocationfor invited guests,
condition it is in because of its foolishness
the majority of which were members of the
and fiscalirresponsibility.
At the end of this
student body. Milliken solicitedquestions fiscalyear, it is estimated that Michigan will
from the floor. When asked for his views
be $300 million in debt. If Ford aids New
regarding the Marijuana Decriminalization Y ork City, this action not only raises serious
Bill currently in the state legislature,the
questions about the actions of the Ford adMichigan governor said: "Personally, I am
ministration,but also implies many political
opposed to decriminalization of marijuana. ramifications for the rest of the country as
The State of Michigan has already lowered
well."

we should have much

FIELD HOCKEY/VOLLEYBALL
Hope enjoyed its most successful field
hockey season in history as the Dutch
posted a 9-2-2 record and won the WMIAA

L'-

••-'I'

****•<.
_

if

•:> .

;

championship with a 5-0-1 mark.
Named to compete in the Great Lakes
sectional tournament were senior Anne
Dimitre from Bar Mills, Me., freshman Sue
Gebhart from St. Louis, Mo., sophomore
Karen Hartje from Glen Cove, N.Y., senior
Jean Lambert from Waterford, Mich., senior
Sue Berger from Franklin Lakes, N.J.,
senior Carol Fret from Huntington, N.Y.,
senior Julie Egbert from Ft. Monroe, Va.,
and senior Cathy Le Boeuf from Horseheads, N.Y. First year coach Leslie
Swertfagerwas selected to coach Michigan's second team in the tournament.
Elected co-most valuable on the field hockey team were Dimitre and Lambert.
The volleyballteam, coached by Sandy
Parker, was undefeated in six WMIAA
meets and finished third in the Michigan
college division tournament. Selected comost valuable were senior Sharon Kooistra
from Wyoming, Mich, and senior Chris
White from Buffalo, N.Y.

i

HpipL^
MVP

G/enn Siwer, Soccer

Season
Ends Too Early
Football

A Michigan IntercollegiateAthletic
Association (MIAA) rule prohibiting participationin post-seasonplay in some
sports prevented the Flying Dutchmen
from accepting an invitationto compete in
the NCAA Division III national football
playoffs this fall.
The MIAA has prohibited post-season
play in such team sports as football and
basketball since 1960 when a controversy
arose over former member Hillsdale (Mich.)
College.
An attempt to restore participationin
post-seasonplay was defeated in a vote of
member schools last spring by a single
ballot.

Hope

joined three other schools in

supportingrestorationof post-season play,
but the league constitution requires a 5-2
plurality.

NCAA

Division III selection committee notified coach Ray Smith that the
Dutchmen were a "shoe-in" to receive a bid
for the playoff after Hope ended 8-0-1 and
ranked 6th nationally, but Smith had to
decline consideration because of the league

The

rule.

The situation caused disappointmentfor
the team and fans, but Smith noted: "We
can't cry about the past, we just hope we
can positivelyinfluence things in the future.
Now, with the complete support of our athletic department and President Van Wylen,
we are doing everything we can to influence
post-seasonplay for footballand basketball."

~

^Admissions Perspective

Wanted: Ambassadors
by Thomas D. LaBaugh, Directorof Admissions

A recent article on the front page of The
Chronicle of Higher Education attracted attention with a headlinethat read "Enrollment Increase: Biggest in a Decade." It
went on to say that the National Center for
Educational Statistics which sampled 500
colleges and universitiesfound a nationwide enrollment increase of 9.7%; four-year
private collegesshowed an average increase
of 5.7%, while the two-year collegessaw an
increase of 19%.

Hope College was no exceptionto this
general trend, as we found our enrollment
this fall at its highest peak ever. Our recruiting effort found a freshman class of a
size similar to last year while our transfer
numbers increased. We also had a larger
returning student body which led to our
overallenrollment rise. With these positive
trends, one might wonder why we would
have to define new ways of securing assistance in recruiting.
At last count there were over 3,000 colleges and universitiesin the U.S. with a
new one opening at a rate of one per week.
On the other hand, a college has closed
every other week, which left a net increase
of 20-30 new colleges or universitiesper
year. While the institutionshave been
burgeoning the applicant pool has been
slowing in growth. In 1977 there will be a
decrease from the previousyear in the
number of high school seniors.This decline
will continue until about 1990 when it will
bottom out and begin to turn upward again.
Around the year 2000 the numbers will
again equal something similar to today.

What we see, then, is an increase in competitionfor potentialstudents and a decline
in the number of potential applicants.
Applying the theories of supply and demand, the market is being saturated with
supply (in this case colleges) and the potential demand from the market place is on
its way down (high school senior enrollments). Thus the need to look for other
possibilities to

improve enrollment.

This year the Admissions Office and Office of College Relations has developed programs designed to elicitrecruitingsupport
from alumni throughout the country. To
date we have had eight such programs in
New Jersey, Long Island, Grand Rapids,
Holland, and Washington, D.C., with plans
for similarprograms in Muskegon, Detroit,

and Chicago.
Our effort is designed to draw area
alumni together, update them on Hope
College, and ask them to undertake a very
short and simple task that will enable us to
increase our visibility within the geographical area in which the meeting was held.
Through these efforts our Admissions staff
has been extended from six recruitersto
well over 200 personal ambassadors for the
college.
This type of exposure has shown positive
results with enrollmentwithout being too
time consuming for alumni. This effort of
"preventative maintenance" on our enrollment should continueto keep Hope on
top and we encourage all of the friends and
alumni of Hope to join our campaign.
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Part II: Student Leaders Speak

Attitudes
•

Toward Campus
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The following article is taken from a taped
interviewin which student leaders discussed
theirpersonal attitudes toward Hope. The previous issue of News from Hope College printed
the students'remarks regarding some of the issues and attitudes of their generation.Participants are: Student Congress President Jim
Donkersloot,a junior from Boyden, Iowa;
Mortar Board PresidentLeslie Doscher, a senior
from Haskell,N.].; Ministry of Christ's People
representative Kristi Droppers, a junior from
FranklinLakes, N.J.; Black Coalition representative Debbie Gray, a junior from Cambria
Heights, N.Y.; and anchor Editor John
Scholten,a sophomore from Holland, Mich.
Q. Hope College strives to enhance the
education it offers with the values of
the Christian faith. In what ways have
you seen this commitment translated
into realities?
Scholten: I think the religiousatmosphere at
Hope is translated into reality largelydue to
the effortsof the professors. It becomes
obvious in a lot of your classes. There are
the religious opportunitiesfor students
who want them. But it's not something like
you have to come to Hope and become a
Jesus freak and get all swept up in the
movements of Christianity.It just doesn't
happen that way. It's an atmosphere, and
it's there if you want it.
Droppers: Among the many campuses that
I've been on and visited, Hope is rare in its
atmosphere. You can walk onto any university or on any other small college campus,
and never feel the warmness, the humility,
the energetic traditionalthings that go on
here at Hope, that are rare. Hope is a Utopia
in that sense and also because you can be

accepted openly for your faith. If it's
something you want to speak verbally
about, you can. If we still threw stones, you
might be stoned on another campus. You
don't realize how different Hope is until

another campus. There I would
ask somebody, "I read this
great passage in the Bible and it really elates
me today, but I don't understand it", they
would say, "Hey, man, I don't underyou

visit

come up and

stand!" Hope is'unique.
Scholten: For example, praying in the Kletz
and praying ip the cafeteria.I visited
Michigan State several times and you never
see it. If you would, people would say,
"Well, gee, is, that weird!" But at Hope
' College, if you don't want to do it, it's fine
and if you do, that's cool too.
Donkersloot: Commitment to educationand
the Christian faith begins outside the
college.Hope is a witness of action beyond
faith. Many churches are contributing for
the new Physical Education Center. We
might say that this gift is only a small fraction of a budget, but this is what makes the
difference for Hope. Many institutions
which have lost the backing of their church
face serious problems.
We are not only undergirded financially
by the Reformed Church, we are also
supported by its students. When asking,
"How did you hear about Hope College?"
many say, "I heard about it through my
church." I don't think you can underestimate the influence of the Church at Hope.
The commitment of the Church to the
college is complementedby the commitment of those within the college. From my
viewpoint,many administrators and
professors have a strong, personal belief in
Christ. They don't necessarily just reflect
the Church's, as our patron's, attitude.
They share the feelings of most of our
Church's members. The impact of the
Church and those working at the college
cannot but help to have an impact on
students.
.

Doscher: I'd like to make a comment on the
way the questionis worded. I have a real
doubt inside about enhancing anything
with the Christian faith. I would like to see it
worded the other way around; enhancing
the Christian faith with education. Because
that7 s how I see my liberal arts education
here, as enhancing and helping me to deal
with how I'm going to live the Chrstian faith
SIX
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everyday life. But that's the.way it often is
today; we enhance our educationwith the
Christian faith. And that's why we
sometimes have trouble putting them together, because it just doesn't quite fit, to
try to push them together that way. They
are either complementary and mutually
work together or they aren't, but I don't
think you can enhance education by saying,
"Well, let's just put a littleChristianity in
in

here."
Scholten: Yes, but they don't teach Christianity here with a little education. It's more
the other way around.
Droppers: And Christianity isn't a teaching,
it's a

lifestyle. And

is a teaching

consequently,education

method to

gain that lifestyle.
here to gain an education and
hope that you gain that lifestyle and Christian attitude, to go out and live that.
Doscher: O.K., if you wanted to go to a Bible
school, then you should have gone to a
Bible school.
Scholten: That's not what Hope is.
Donkersloot: And not everyone comes here
for that reason.

You come

Droppers: Without a doubt, I came here
because I thought I could explore my Christian commitment and put real handles on it
and find out what I'm .going to do with it.
But if I needed just the study of religion to
get through life, then I could have gone to a
Bible school.
Doscher: What I was saying is that we get
away from looking at Christianity as a way
of life. We get to looking at Christianity as a
thing that you can hold in your hand and
sprinkle a bit here and there in your education,and have it come out with a religious
flavor or atmosphere. If you look at Christianity as a way of life, then actually what
I'm doing is enhancing my way of life with
education. I understand that all the kids
here didn't come for that reason. Then the
school isn't in a position to offer it in the way
that I'm talking about. I'm talking about
how I personally look at it.
Q. What do you feel are the strong points
of Hope College? What would you like
to see changed?
Scholten! The strong point of Hope College
is the sense of community, that's the thing I
loVe most about Hope College. Professors
that care about me as a person and how my
life is doing. Close friends are easily found
here. It's a nice atmosphere and I don't
think I'd get that at a larger school. There,
you might not see someone ever again for
your whole four years in school. I like

walking around campus and knowing
people.
But there's a lot of things I'd like to see
at Hope because I think the College has a tremendous potential. And institutionsdie without changing. But I think
that Hope is always willing to change, so
really the concerns I have aren't any big
things.
Donkersloot: One of Hope's better qualities
is its educational opportunities. In the
sciences, you may do research; in political
science, business administration, and economics, a number of internships are available; in geology, one may take a field trip to
Colorado; in education, one may work with
normal or handicapped children; and the
list could go on. These opportunities are not
only for the brilliant, but also for the average. What is most importantis your interest

changed

and determination.
Gray: I think the thing I like best is not
being a number in somebody's book. At
many universities,you're number 18964B
and that's it. They know nothing about you.
At Hope, you can go and talk to any one
professor. Some of them even say, "Well, if
you have a problem, call me at 4:00 in the
morning." It's more of a person-to-person
relationship, instead of a student.-toteacher.
Scholten: There are opportunitiesfor
studying abroad, but there are also many
other options for students. For example,
when I came as a freshman, sure enough, I
joined the newspaper staff. Now, here I am
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sophomore, and I'm editor of the paper.
I was a freshman, I worked in the
primate center. Thirteenmonkeys are sitting over there in Hope's primate colony. '
And Hope is one of the four or five undergraduateschools in the whole country
that has an undergraduate primate research
center. And here I was, a second semester
freshman doing genuine training with
monkeys. If I went to a large university, I
wouldn't even be able to set foot in a psychology research center until I was working
on my master's degree. That's another
thing I like about Hope, it gives you more of
a chance to do things.
Doscher: Dr. Williams said something once
and it really stnick me as being one of the
strong points of Hope College. He was
showing us all this very, sophisticated
equipment they use in chemistry.And he
said, "And we're one of the few chemistry
departments that lets our studentsbreak
our machines." And it struck me, that he
really cared about his students, that the
educational and research opportunities
were more important than an expensive
machine that won't work unless somebody
human works it anyway.
Droppers: Without a doubt, Hope has a lot
going for it academically. Traditionally,
Hope also has things going for it, that we
don't realize now, but 10 years from now
you'll remember everythingfrom
candlelights on Valentine's Day, Vespers,
the Pull, Nykerk, May Day, things that very
few colleges have now. Just crazy things.
Bust Out, Winter Carnival, the crazy things
that are really the icing on the cake. Those
are things I really love about Hope.
Donkersloot: Students should have more
input concerningrules and regulations. To
put it quite bluntly, students would like to
decide what is and is not acceptable. To
some, these statementsmay sound quite
threatening. To personalizethe matter,
think of studentsas friends or sons and
daughters.From this perspective, the
concept of trust and responsibility is most
a

When

natural.

Sometimes we fear change because we
don't know how change will affect the
school. We are afraid we will lose- such
good things as our tradition,our friendliness,or our academic excellence. In the
past, we have made adjustments and found
the negative effectsto be minimal. With
well-thoughtout change, Hope has
strengthened itself academically,socially,
and spiritually.Because, for example, we
offer the choice of whether to go tnchapel or
not, we allow students' characters to grow.
We must become less concerned about
parental-type responsibilitiesand admit,
"Yes, students will make mistakes, but they
will grow from them." Until students
mishandle a privilege,responsibility,or
social convenience,we must exercise our
faith in them. No more or less should
realistically be expected from students than
what we expect from adults in the outsideworld.
Scholten: I'd also like to see a voting student
representative on the Board of Trustees. I
would also like to see all the meetings of
administration and faculty members become open to students. And I'd also like to
be able to

tell

someone if I think my money

being wasted.
Gray: I'd like to see more expansion of the
minorityprograms, such as they are. Also
I'd like to see some of the curriculum requirements be reevaluated.
Droppers: In any institution the evaluation
of how money is spent is important,as
should be the manner in which Hope delegates money. I see a real need for the further
development in areas of study other than
science — art, sociology, special education,
dance, and recreation are all areas of study
that are in need of funds and encourage
development due to the strong areas of
interest found by so many students. Female
sports and athleticsare definitelyanother
area of ignored importance that deserves
recognition and support.
is

Vespers on the Air
Approximately 80 radio stations throughout the
country have indicated they will rebroadcastthe
Hope CollegeChristmasVespers during the
holiday season.Consult the station in your area

and

for date

time.
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The Arts
by Prof. George Ralph
question of what place the fine
and performing arts have in a liberal arts
institution, and especiallya Christian liberal
arts institution. The question is, rather,how
can a liberal arts institution, and particularly
a Christian orte, be conceived without the
arts receiving prominent attention?
In terms of a liberal education alone
^Christianity aside — dance, music, theater,
literature, graphic and plasticart are
continuingtraditionsin our culture, with
extremely ancient histories. -And, speaking
from the point of view of my own academic
division at Hope College, athletics and recreationalsport are a part of our performing
arts tradition — as was well understood by
the Greeks in classical times, when athletic,
contests, theatricalperformances,poetry
recitations,and choral concerts were eagerly antidpated and equally well attended.
Regarding the place of the arts in education generally, a number of modem educational theorists,from at least- the time of
Schiller in the late eighteenth century, have
maintainedthat the arts are the most crucial
It is

not

a

—

component of proper human education.

t

<r

But I do wish to suggest that the arts are
essentialin particularto Christianityand to
the way in which Christianityinvolves itself
in higher (and "lower") education. Why so?
If there is no such thing as an art form, there is no
such thing as an incarnation.Or perhaps this
is better put the other way around: if there
had been no art forms previously, then the
Incarnation would have made art forms
both valid and necessary. True, the revelation of God in Christ is understood to
have been the Word — but it was the Word
made flesh. The presence of God in human
affairs was given concrete, historical, finite
expression in the person of Jesus. And the
arts (performed,written, and visual) are
likewise those activities which give concrete, finite, in-the-flesh expressionto
human experience. The arts at times, at
their best, have been vehicles for revelation,
not only reflecting the human condition but
also illuminating the meaning and purpose
of the human condition. Because the arts
have continued to incarnate truth (that is,
give it concrete form) and because the arts
have continued to reveal truth, we have
good reason for studying at least the history
of the various art forms.
In proposing that the arts are crucialto a
Christian liberal arts education, I would not
like to give the

Christian and the liberal arts traditions,but
and it is not my
purpose here to attempt to explore those
questions.

,
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— and, we might add, in

Sayers made another point which I used
some years ago.
I don't know that I have become very
successful at what I myself preached; but !
still believe it, and I will repeat it. Sayers'
point is that we tend to approach all of life as
a series of problems to be solved by some
more or less rationalprocess. But life can be
engaged, she argued, as a series of creative
encounters: we confront what appears to us
as fqrmless mass and endeavor to create
from this chaos some thing or result or
direction which we could not have anticipated or imagined at the beginning — a
new creation.I do not mean that problemsolving has no validity;we employ this
method even in the arts. But there are facets
of our living for which the problem-solving
approach is inappropriate or irrelevant.The
artist deals daily with that reality.
What creative encounter requires— and
what the practiceof any of the arts requires,
and teaches — is openness. The individual
seriously involvedin the arts must learn to
be, must dare to be, open, willing to become
— —
fully engaged, fully receptive to the enAssoaate Professorof Theatre George Ralph vironment, to objects, to other persons.
has been a member of the Hope Faculty
This dealing with what is concrete and
1966. He received the B.A. degree from Stanford this openness to the space and the things
University,theM. Div.from Union Theological and the persons around us characterize
Seminary and the M.A. from Northioestem whatever art we pursue, whether it is actUniversity.He served as acting Dean
ing, dance, mime, public speaking, singing.
Humanities and the Performing and Fine Arts playing an instrument,running, jumping,
during the 1974-75 year.
vaulting, sculpturing, painting,
as the topic for a chapel talk

-

-

-

-

-

own

life a sufficient number of experiences
correspondto those of the character;if his
own past did not provide these experiences,
he would be unable to do the role. One
evening I saw him play an elderly gentleman, and his portrayal was superb. So I
thought I had him, and I called him on it.
You're not going to tell me, I said, that you
yourself were at one time the age of that
character? Oh, well, he replied,in this case I
wasn't really acting! There was nothing
wrong with his artistry; it was excellent.But
there was something wrong, I believe, with
the way he understood his art, with his
assumption that nothing was available to
him but his own immediate experiences,
sensations, feelings,memories. It was as
though he believed he had no viable connection with any part of the tangible or
intangible world outside himself.
The arts, it seems to me, demonstratethat
to

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
. break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praisesto the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
(Psalm 98:4-6; R.S.V.)

aspects of our

;

every role he played he had to find from his

Historicaland critical studies of the arts
are, as I have suggested,worthwhile undertakings at an institutionsuch as ours.
But a case could be made for historical and
critical studies belonging properlyto the
disciplinesof the humanities.What, then,
of the studies which involve the student in
experiencingthe arts through direct participation?Why offer studio and performance course, at least to anyone who is not
studying to be an artist vocationally?

all of our educational pursuits?

-

own resources. An acquaintanceof mine, a
young man who had recently been with the
New York Actors Studio, claimed that for

for different reasons;

Spontaneityand creativity are demanded
by the arts and developed by the arts. These
qualitiesare not frivolous;they are necessary if we are not to become creatures of dry
convention,of dead tradition,creatures of
chaos — that is, lifeless people. "Chaos"
does not refer to frenzied activity; chaos is
non-activity, non-being, lifelessness,the
void. In the beginning,according to
Genesis, there was no life, only the watery
chaos. God spoke, and the waters were
parted, and life was possible. Ancient
peoples believed that the waters could return at any time, destroying life; and so we
can indeed at any time return to chaos, to a
state of non-vitality,of non-life. The chaos
which threatens us may take a variety of
forms: bondage to tradition,the pathological inabilityto confront new situations,
unquestioningsubservienceto the political
or economic or social establishments. Jesus
encountered the establishment, the forces
of stagnation and chaos,, in the Pharisees:
change nothing, allow nothing new; the
traditionalways are the only right ways.
Jesus, a creative artist in the area of social
conventions,opposed this kind of retreat
into a security which is so like the state of.
chaos. The Sabbath was made for man,
Jesus said on one occasion, not man for the
Sabbath.Let the waters be divided; let the
creative word be spoken, the creative act
performed. Let us not become enslaved to
our many ritual legalisms.
Dorothy Sayers argued that there is a direct analogy between the activityof the
creator God and that of the human creature.
f d th£
And if^n

be

impressionof implying that

sciences o, the humanities can
dispensed with. They ate centcai to the

Christian Liberal Arts Education
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printmaking,composing, lighting or scenic
or costume designing, poetry or story or
play writing
and why not explorations in
the science laboratory? To acquire the technique is not enough. We must be open,
.

.

.

the total can be greater than the sum of the
parts. FrequentlyI have heard artists say
that they have been aware, when at work,
of forces transcendingthose which they
themselvesproduce and which they feel are
subject to their own control. These artists .
have not always referred to this creative
power with labels which we would identify
as Christian. But is their witness therefore
negated? If the God of creation is not Lord
of all creativity,what is he Lord of?
W. H. Auden in the final chorus of his For
the Time Being has always seemed to me to
capture the relevance of the Christian faith
to our world of objects and persons and

experiences—to capture, that
relevance of the Incarnation:

is,

the artistic

He is the Way.
willing to be revealed, willing to be known,
Follow Him through the Land of Unlikeness;
and passionate. We can play the piano with
You will see rare beasts, and have unique adventures.
utmost technical skill; but without this
He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
personal passion and commitment,no one
You will come to a great city that has expected your
will be moved by the sounds produced.
return for years.
This does not mean that we should disdain
He is the Life.
Love Him in the World of the Flesh;
rigorous training in our particular disciAnd at your marriage all its occasionsshall dance for joy.
pline, and simply wait for the "inspiration"
to come to us. Art doesn't work that way; or
at least, in the history of the arts, it has been
so rare that we had better not count on it.
The inspiration and the openness more
often came through the training, the perfecting of technical skills. But the skills
alone will not make the artist.
A change in the chairmanship of the
The open relationship is a personal
education department has been announced
relationship— as our God is a personally
by Dr. Lars Granberg, Dean for the Social
relating God. The artist cannot relate
Sciences.
impersonallyto the subject or the material
Dr. Lament Dirkse has resigned the posiwith which he is working. He must interact •'tion as department chairman after serving
with it, interactin terms of his own unique
in that capacity since 1967 in order to devote
person-ness.And, again, why only the
additional time to teaching and working
artist? Why not the historian, the political
more directly with students. He will
scientist, the economist, the communicontinue as directorof teacher certification.
cations expert? Surely we employ all of the
Appointed department chairman for the
objectivemeans of analysis which are a part
1975-76 academic year is Dr. James
of our discipline.But do we end there? Will
Bultman, associate professor of education.
there not also be a passionate, personal,
Under the leadership of Dr. Dirkse, the
caring commitment in our work? As the
educationdepartment has initiatedmany
dancer relates to space, the sculptor to
new programs including a much-copied inobjects,the actor to persons — does not and
tegration of academic course work with
cannot the natural scientist relate to the
practicalfield experiences. The education
physical environment and the social scienstaff developed from one doctorate.and four
tist to the society? Are we to be in our choMA.s to six doctorates and one M.A. dursen fields machines, or persons — persons
ing this tenure.
who feel a responsibilityfor whatever we
Prof. Dirkse has been active in numerous
are handling?
professional and community organizations.
Unless you are as littlechildren, you
He has served as Hope's chief institutional
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. This
representative to the American Association
saying can be interpreted in several ways, I
of Colleges for Teacher Education and as
suppose. The artist might tend to underPresident of the Michigan Association of
stand the "unless" clause in this fashion: .
Teacher Educators.
unless we can perceive and respond to our
In 1964 he was named Grand Haven
circumstancesin the way that the small
(Mich.) Young Man of the Year and was
child does — encounteringeach leaf, each
cited as an Outstanding Educator in
blade of grass, each inanimate object, each
America in 1972. His latest Publication ennew living creature with a sense of awe and
titled "An Approach to Topic Work in the
wonder, a sense of intense respect and
Primary School" appeared in the National
curiosity and interest,a sense of the
Open Education Journal this past spring.
uniqueness of a potential relationship.
Dr. Bultman, a member of Hope Faculty
Finally, through experiencein the arts,
since 1968, served as acting chairman of the
we can come to an awareness of the fact that
education department during the fall
we are not self-sufficientand, conversely, semester of 1973 while Dr. Dirkse was on
that we are not left to rely entirely on our
sabbatical leave.
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